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Message started by birdiehandler on Dec 29th, 2006, 5:22pm  
 

Title: Bob Witt. 
Post by birdiehandler on Dec 29th, 2006, 5:22pm  

 
:'(  Had a call from Jill Witt last night informing me that Bob was back in hospital again, Here's 
hoping all goes well and that Bob will be back on deck before the next meeting at Sandgate.  
 
Regards, . . Ken Staff.  

 

Title: Re: Bob Witt. 
Post by Cyril Doc Rice on Dec 29th, 2006, 6:40pm  

 
 [smiley=dankk2.gif] Ken 
 
get well soon Bob  [smiley=thumbsup.gif]without you the ship would lose direction. We need you on 
deck [smiley=beer.gif] [smiley=beer.gif]  

 

Title: Re: Bob Witt. 
Post by Bob Witt on Dec 30th, 2006, 7:05pm  

 
To Ken and Cyril, 
Thanks for your thoughts I am again back on deck, all wired up again (Seventh Stent) wil most likely 
set the alarm bells ringing at the airports. Once again Thanks 
Bob  

 

Title: Re: Bob Witt. 
Post by Cyril Doc Rice on Dec 30th, 2006, 9:02pm  

 
;) ;) Bob 
 
[smiley=thumbsup.gif] [smiley=thumbsup.gif] [smiley=thumbsup.gif]  

 

Title: Re: Bob Witt. 
Post by Barney_Barnett on Dec 31st, 2006, 5:28am  

 
Good to see you back on deck, Bob...... 7 stents.....gee mate your arteries will be all mesh soon. 
Cheers, Barney. :)  

 

Title: Re: Bob Witt. 
Post by oldmech on Dec 31st, 2006, 8:58am  
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Bob, 
Don't worry us like that mate. 
 
Jill, 
You tell him, "See what happens when you don't take any notice of me".   All those prawns and 
oysters and Harry's Pies at Ballina. 
Regards, Lesle and Col  

 

Title: Re: Bob Witt. 
Post by Bodgie Sefton on Dec 31st, 2006, 11:46am  

 
Bob, a couple of Pale Ales at the "Little Creatures" boutique brewery in Fremantle and a stiff sea 
breeze blowing off the Indian Ocean, will make you feel like a teenager again. See you in April. 
 
Cheers and Beers. 
Bodgie.  

 

Title: Re: Bob Witt. 
Post by irish50561 on Jan 1st, 2007, 3:16pm  

 
Good to see an old former Birdie still able to scramble back on the flight-deck once again, can't 
keep a good man down. All the best for the New Year old son. Regards. Irish.  
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Message started by jr67 on Feb 18th, 2007, 12:21pm  
 

Title: Habeas Corpus 
Post by jr67 on Feb 18th, 2007, 12:21pm  

 
I am not an apologist for David hicks or any of his type but I did spend the best part of my youth 
defending this Country and its citizens the right to democracy and I came across this editorial in the 
Warrick local rag this Thursday. 
 
Every war needs it soldiers 
 
"We are detaining enemy combatants here in Guantanomo" US Rear Admiral Harry Harris told the 
ABC"S PM progam last week, referring to Australia's David Hicks. "That's the right of any nation at 
war to do that and it's an internationally recognised right." 
 
There is a simple problem with the rear Admiral's statement the Australian government needs to get 
through its collective skull but which it seems the American government is constitutonally incapable 
of understanding. 
 
First of all, the Rear admiral statement is undeniably correct. 
 
But-and there is a but. 
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Either the war on terror is a legitimate war or not. If it is not then according to the rear Admiral's own 
argument, america should let its prisoner's go, as Nations do not, ever, have the right to detain 
people without trial except in the context of ongoing war. 
 
If the war on terrot is legitamite then not only does the US have a right to detain enemy combatants, 
but enemy combatants have a right to kill American soldiers at will, whenever they wish without 
violating the rules of war. 
 
What the Taliban and Al Quaida are up to, then with the exception of deliberate terrorist acts 
against civilian populations, is normal legitimate soldierly behaviour. 
 
The Taliban and Al Quaida are also within there rights as America is currently doing in Iraq, to kill 
civilians, as long as it is clear that the killing was done "by mistake", while engaged in the primary 
task of killing enemy soldiers. 
Even if David Hicks was training in Afghanistan with the Taliban, as long as the American justice 
system is unable to prove thathe was doing so in order to go out and deliberately kill American 
civilians as opposed to soldiers then he has commited no crime. 
 
It's perfectly acceptable for soldiers to kill soldiers in the context of war, and it is even less of a 
crime for a soldier to learn how to use tools of war in pursuit of skill in killing. 
so which is it to be America? 
 
Another side to this story is that Saddam has had his day in coutrt and has beeen delt wit through 
rule of law why has it taken them five years and this idiot Hicks still has not had his day in court are 
they implying that david hicks is worse than saddam and his henchmen?  

 

Title: Re: Habeas Corpus 
Post by Joe on Feb 19th, 2007, 5:10am  

 
Was Hicks a soldier? 
Chookas 
Joe  
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Message started by herbjqmg on Feb 8th, 2007, 9:09pm  
 

Title: Voyager 
Post by herbjqmg on Feb 8th, 2007, 9:09pm  

 
Hi there  men. I have just seen on the TV 2 about the Voyager sinking and all thee investigations 
into it. I was in the vidio clip showing the bloke from Pakistan, bloody amazing. 
 
I couldnt believe all the cover up. I got off her 3 weeks before she went down and was at HMAS 
Harman at the time. 
 
No one mentioned our nikname for the skipper, he was a good bloke and ran a tight ship, but his 
"nickname" was drunken Dunken. 
Anyway that is all water under the bridge as they say, and we just have to get on with life and 
forgive a few past mistakes 
I was on the Quickmatch, Vampire, Voyager and the Derwent.  
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Title: Re: Voyager 
Post by irish50561 on Feb 9th, 2007, 10:47am  

 
Herb old son, I also watched and taped the Voyager docco, moving stuff indeed, although never 
having served on her I knew a lot of the blokes onboard at the time. On Saturday 10th February, 
[tomorrow] the Central Coast branch of the NAA conducts a service complete with their own Padre 
in Roger's Park in Woy Woy dedicated to all those who where lost on Voyager. The park is named 
after her buffer CPO Jonathan Rogers from Woy Woy who went down with the forrad section, his 
children occasionally attend the ceremony. Ex-policeman Brian Parker the son of an old shipmate, 
ex-RN three badgeman Bill Parker hopefully will be there, Bill survived the Woomera sinking in 1960 
and I believe he survived a similar incident in the UK. Please, anyone out there, feel free to turn up 
on the day which is the 43rd anniversary of the disaster, we muster at Rogers Park Woy Woy at 
0900 the rig is as for Anzac Day, No1's with medals. In 1959 CPO Rogers was the buffer on 
Warramunga along with LSA Bluey Reese and paybob Lt Carrington, all ended up on Voyager, 
Bluey survived and I believe is currently President of the NAA in Hervey Bay. Regards. Irish.  

 

Title: Re: Voyager 
Post by Joe on Feb 10th, 2007, 5:15am  

 
Lest we forget. 
Our thoughts and prayers will be with you all. 
Chookas 
Joe  

 

Title: Re: Voyager 
Post by Ian_McClure on Feb 10th, 2007, 6:11am  

 
Copied from the ABC news online. 
 
Voyager disaster survivors renew calls for justice. 
 
Survivors of the Voyager tragedy have called on the Federal Government to quickly settle dozens of 
outstanding legal claims. 
 
Today marks 43 years since the aircraft carrier Melbourne sliced HMAS Voyager in half, killing 82 
sailors. 
 
There are still 90 damages claims being held up in the courts, with two cases due to be heard today 
in the High Court. 
 
A lawyer for a group of survivors, David Forster, has accused the Government of deliberately 
holding up proceedings in court.  
 
"This is litigation in an art form whereby they're trying to bury the plaintiffs, hoping they will die and 
regrettably that's exactly what's occurring," he said. 

 

Title: Re: Voyager 
Post by Joe on Feb 11th, 2007, 5:49am  

 
Saying the obvious but...the grubberment is winning.  Even after any award is made they will once 
again find some loop hole to appeal - who is paying the victims legal fees?  Doubt that it would all 
be pro bono.  WAKE UP AUSTRALIA - THERE ARE PEOPLES LIVES AT STAKE HERE. 
(Sorry about the outburst but feel strongly on the subject) 
Chookas 
Joe  
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Title: Re: Voyager 
Post by Cyril Doc Rice on Feb 19th, 2007, 1:06pm  

 
:) 
Attended the dedication to the "Voyager" crew at the Naval Assoc. Gardens in Sir Edwin Smith DR. 
Nth Adelaide on the 10th. Great day and a good crowd from every state. 
I am sure that those who travelled the long distance to attend were pleased to have participated and 
honoured those who perished and those who served. It was a moving experience. 
We did have a bit of a chuckle when the programmes did not turn up on time and very few of us 
knew the words to the hymns that were sung. 
Out of interest, the next re-union will be in Ballina, and I'm sure you all know where that is :P  
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Message started by Bob Witt on Mar 1st, 2007, 5:41am  
 

Title: Happy Birthday One and All 
Post by Bob Witt on Mar 1st, 2007, 5:41am  

 
The following message has been sent by Chief of Navy:- 
 
P R 270215Z FEB 07  
FM CN AUSTRALIA  
SIC Z4P/WAA/ZAC  
 
009 ALL SHIP 009 ALL SHORE 009 ALL OVERSEAS  
 
SUBJ: FOUNDATION OF THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY  
 
1. THURSDAY 1 MARCH 2007 MARKS THE 106TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE  
FOUNDATION OF THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY. THIS WAS THE DAY THAT THE  
NAVY WAS CREATED UNDER SECTION 51 OF THE CONSTITUTION WITH THE STATES  
TRANSFERRING THEIR NAVAL FORCES AND EVERYONE EMPLOYED IN THEM TO THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. THE TITLE -ROYAL- WAS GRANTED SOME 10 YEARS 
 
LATER IN JULY 1911  
2. WE HAVE COME A LONG WAY SINCE 1901. OVER THE INTERVENING YEARS THE  
RAN HAS EARNED A REPUTATION FOR EXCELLENCE WHICH IS BEING UPHELD BY  
ALL WHO SERVE TODAY, BE IT IN AUSTRALIA, OVERSEAS, AT SEA OR ASHORE.  
IN A TIME OF VERY HIGH OPERATIONAL TEMPO THE NAVY TEAM, WHICH  
INCLUDES OUR MANY CIVILIAN AND COMMERCIAL PARTNERS, CONTINUES TO  
ACHIEVE AND MAINTAIN THE HIGH STANDARDS SET BY THOSE WHO WENT BEFORE  
US  
3. WE SHOULD TAKE GREAT PRIDE IN NAVYS SUCCESSES OVER THE PAST 106  
YEARS  
4. IN CELEBRATION OF OUR BIRTHDAY ALL SHIPS AND ESTABLISHMENTS ARE  
TO DRESS SHIP IN ACCORDANCE WITH ABR 1834 VOL 3 CHAP 4  

 

Title: Re: Happy Birthday One and All 
Post by greygull on Mar 1st, 2007, 12:39pm  
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It is forty years ago today that the Australian White Ensign was hoisted in all ships and 
establishments of the Royal Australian Navy  

 

Title: Re: Happy Birthday One and All 
Post by ColinS on Mar 1st, 2007, 4:36pm  

 
Do you mean to say that 40 years ago today, I was in 6's on the flight deck of the Melbourne for the 
lowering of the old ensign and the raising of our ensign. Where have the years gone, I can't belive 
that I was 26 years old then, [smiley=birthdays.gif]here I am now 65 and on the old age penison,hell 
time flys.  
  :) :) ;) ;) :D ;D [smiley=vrolijk_26.gif]  

 

Title: Re: Happy Birthday One and All 
Post by Joe on Mar 2nd, 2007, 4:17am  

 
I was on the Sydney awaiting my 21st birthday (merely days away).   I read somewhere that there is 
only a small group who served under both ensigns in a war zone.   Guess I'm one of 'em and didn't 
have to do a damn thing to achieve it except to be there - still something to brag about eh! 
Chookas 
Joe  
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Message started by Bob Witt on Mar 21st, 2007, 9:05pm  
 

Title: Calling Ex Stokers Brisbane Area 
Post by Bob Witt on Mar 21st, 2007, 9:05pm  

 
George Rugg now residing Alice Springs is in the Prince Charles for a hip replacement will be there 
six days from today and six more for rehab. George served from 1951-58 his early ship was HMAS 
Australia any stokers out there who knew George or would like to meet him, I feel sure he would 
appreciate the contact from old shipmates or ex-compatriots  
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Message started by DeeCee on Nov 27th, 2006, 9:47pm  
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Post by DeeCee on Nov 27th, 2006, 9:47pm  
 

I put this post under guns and troops . Sorry but here goes again. Where are all you guys. Nearly 
every state has S.F.A. to say lately. Not comparing but every one and their dog go to GUNPLOT , 
including myself, and seem to neglect this site. maybe i will try to kick it along a bit. Cheers Guys, 
 D.C. ;D  

 

Title: Re: LACK OF TOPICS. 
Post by DeeCee on Nov 27th, 2006, 10:09pm  

 
Thanks for your reply Evil. Thats whatwe need. A good leader. Will you look after me in Desker 
Road again. The trip to Malaya would be a great way to say thank you to the Malayan Government 
for the P.J.M. A member of our N.A.A. S/S here spoke to me about it on Sunday so I shall get him to 
have a look at this site.He was on the Warramunga, didn't know me of course but he could know 
you. A FEW ON THE WARREGO DID THOUGH    ..D.C.  

 

Title: Re: LACK OF TOPICS. 
Post by Cyril Doc Rice on Dec 22nd, 2006, 11:00am  

 
;)  Des 
 
I need an answer to a situation that has just risen. 
 
Last week our neighbor at No.12 informed us that she is moving to the Sunshine Coast. 
A fortnight ago Gary and Julie in No.8, and their dog "Lily"  (she didn't smell like one?) shifted to 
Mackay 
Across the road at No. 11 Rod and Carol moved to PNG about 3 weeks ago 
 
Do you think they are trying to tell me something? 
 
Maybe I had better take my annual bath on New Years day a bit earlier this year!! ::) ::) 
 
It's all a mystery to me :-/ :-/  

 

Title: Re: LACK OF TOPICS. 
Post by oldmech on Dec 22nd, 2006, 8:28pm  

 
Doc, 
Remember the old, old ad "even her best friend wouldn't tell her". 
Well mate, try Avon Black Suede under armers!!! 
Sniff, Sniff!!! and even the dog will put up with you! 
 
Have a Merry Christmas mate. 
 
ColN  

 

Title: Re: LACK OF TOPICS. 
Post by Cyril Doc Rice on Dec 22nd, 2006, 10:21pm  

 
:( :( ColN 
 
I'll have you know that I have that bath every year............Whether I need it or NOT :P :P  
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Title: Re: LACK OF TOPICS. 
Post by Cyril Doc Rice on Dec 29th, 2006, 4:05pm  

 
[smiley=vrolijk_26.gif] [smiley=vrolijk_26.gif] 
 
Blimey.........a new mob are just moving into No.11 over the road. ::) 
The owner next door at No.8, has the painter in tddllying up the joint for new tenants on the 5th. 
January 
THE NEW TENANTS ARE BOTH TEACHERS.... :o :o :o 
Does the neighbourhood think I need edgukating as well as  [smiley=bath.gif] more often. :-/ :-/ 
Bloody hell ..............wots next :P :P  

 

Title: Re: LACK OF TOPICS. 
Post by herbjqmg on Mar 29th, 2007, 10:02pm  

 
In Brisbane we have an Ex-Navy  Lawn Bowls mob. about 25 of us get together once a month at 
various bowl  clubs arond th Anyonee Brisbane area. And we have a free bus. Anyone interested 
give me a ring 3396  8798  
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Message started by bill66 on Feb 14th, 2007, 6:57pm  
 

Title: re medal 
Post by bill66 on Feb 14th, 2007, 6:57pm  

 
I went to mr wright the medal dresser and he told me the fesr medal I bought from the sydney 
association  wasn,t legal to place along side of my compain medals  I had to wear it on the right 
side  can any one out there co8uld help me with this   good health to all  regards  bill (shed) thank 
you  

 

Title: Re: re medal 
Post by Webmaster on Feb 14th, 2007, 7:14pm  

 
Hi Bill I'm no expert but what I have seen over the years in these pages is that the FESR Medal is 
allowed to be worn at the end of your medals ( in fact you can wear what you like commemoratives 
or  not if you are in civvies) .It is not normal but the FESR Medal has tacit approval for its' design etc 
from the Navy and at one stage looked like being the only medal of any kind we would ever get. 
That has been changed dramatically due to Wakka and all the originals of the FESR Association. 
Wear it with pride Regards   Ross    

 

Title: Re: re medal 
Post by Bob Witt on Feb 15th, 2007, 5:42am  

 
bill66,as Ross has already said the FESR Medal is a commemorative one, if you were in uniform 
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you wear and where you wear it is yours, to get the FESR Medal you have to prove you were there 
so wear it with pride alongside your other medals as a lot of us do. Bob  

 

Title: Re: re medal 
Post by k markey on Feb 15th, 2007, 3:23pm  

 
bill66, 
the v.l.s.v.a. supplied commem;  wear it if you choose, 
as said above in civvies you can wear whatever you like 
as long as you are entitled to them! 
my advice is to to go to a different "medal mounter" ! 
KJM  

 

Title: Re: re medal 
Post by Mex on Feb 16th, 2007, 4:15pm  

 
Here we go again fellas....The FESR commemorative medal is just that.. a commemorative, it is not 
an 'issued medal', it is a tinnie that has been purchased. As long as you understand the facts that is 
fine. If you wish to hang it from your forehead go and do it, but remember it is NOT an official 
'issued' medal. I cannot believe why so many people have a problem recognising the difference 
between a 'medal' and a 'commemorative'. One you proudly wear on your left breast the other you 
keep in a drawer of have mounted for placement on the side board. Think about it fellas and 
recogise the difference please.  

 

Title: Re: re medal 
Post by KevinAbish on Feb 16th, 2007, 6:26pm  

 
Where can I get one please.  Justto put on my BJs to impress the missus. :-* 
Cheers. :D  

 

Title: Re: re medal 
Post by ColinS on Feb 16th, 2007, 7:43pm  

 
Dont put it on your PJ's, pin it on the dog's kennel he might like it.  
[smiley=vrolijk_26.gif] [smiley=thumbsup.gif] 
 
KevinAbish wrote:  

Where can I get one please.  Justto put on my BJs to impress the missus. :-* 
eers. :D Ch  

 

Title: Re: re medal 
Post by tromb123 on Mar 24th, 2007, 10:25pm  

 
Yes, just where does one get one??  

 

Title: Re: re medal 
Post by tromb123 on Mar 29th, 2007, 11:54am  
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Deathly silence was the grim reply.............. :-?  

 

Title: Re: re medal 
Post by Joe on Mar 30th, 2007, 3:54am  

 
Yhink it's said in the opening post - '...I got from the sydney association..'  Try The Secretary, HMAS 
SYDNEY & VLSVA PO Box 645 Heathmont Vic 3135 ph 03 9729 6874. Good luck and wear it with 
pride - even for the missus! 
Chookas 
Joe  

 

Title: Re: re medal 
Post by tromb123 on Mar 30th, 2007, 8:12am  

 
Thanks Joe, didn't see that....And yes, I'm seeing the eye doctor next month... 
 
:D  

 

Title: Re: re medal 
Post by boots on Mar 30th, 2007, 12:08pm  

 
There was a time when I marched on ANZAC Day with the only medal i had was . 

 

Title: Re: re medal 
Post by Joe on Mar 31st, 2007, 5:37am  

 
YoooHooo Boots "...medal i had was..."  nodded off old son?  Bit Brahms? Jeez I hope you haven't 
fallen off the twig!!!!! Boots, Boots Boots - hey fella someone duck over and see if Boots is OK!!! 
Chookas 
Joe  

 

Title: Re: re medal 
Post by ronaldo on Mar 31st, 2007, 7:39am  

 
Boots is one of the very few blokes that I know of, who always talk the legs off an iron pot.  Next 
time Boots, try not ramble on so long old cobber in those posting of yours. ;D 
 
Ron  

 

Title: Re: re medal 
Post by Joe on Apr 3rd, 2007, 5:28am  

 
Jeez...4 days and no response from Boots....worry...worry...mumble...mumble...must be talkin' to 
the dog or something...hope so.. 
Chookas 
Joe  
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Message started by Bob Witt on Apr 2nd, 2007, 5:03pm  
 

Title: Anzac Poem 
Post by Bob Witt on Apr 2nd, 2007, 5:03pm  

 
                                 Anzacs 
                  The children unborn shall acclaim 
                    The standard the Anzacs unfurled, 
                  When they made Australasia’s fame 
                    The wonder and pride of the world. 
 
                   Some of you got a V.C., 
                     Some “the Gallipoli trot,” 
                   Some had a grave by the sea, 
                      And all of you got it damned hot, 
                   And I see you go limping through the town 
                       In the faded old hospital blue, 
                   And driving abroad- lying down, 
                       And Lord ! But I wish I were you ! 
 
                   I envy you beggars I met, 
                       From the dirty old hats on your head 
                   To the rusty old boots on your feet- 
                        I envy you living or dead. 
                    A knighthood is fine in its way, 
                        A peerage gives splendour and fame, 
                   But I’d rather have tacked any day 
                       That word to the end of my name. 
 
                   I’d count it the greatest reward 
                      That ever a man could attain; 
                   I’d sooner be “Anzac than “lord,” 
                       I’d rather be “Anzac” than “thane.” 
                  Here’s a bar to the medal you wear, 
                       There’s a word that will glitter and glow, 
                  And an honour a king cannot share 
                        When you’re back in the cities you know. 
 
                    The children unborn shall acclaim 
                      The standard the Anzacs unfurled, 
                    When they made Australasia’s fame 
                       The wonder and pride of the world. 
                                                                    Edgar Wallace 

 

Title: Re: Anzac Poem 
Post by Cyril Doc Rice on Apr 2nd, 2007, 7:41pm  

 
:) :)Bob 
 
Very good mate  
 
i had to visit the dictionary for the meaning of the word "thane"
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It refers to a companion of a sovereign someone raised from lower rank to a nobleman 
(Sounds a bit like those UK pollies that get promoted to a seat in the House of Lords) ::)  

 

Title: Re: Anzac Poem 
Post by Bob Witt on Apr 3rd, 2007, 5:44am  

 
 
I saw it first in books about when King Arthur was made High King around the 12th century by the 
then lower kings (thanes/noblemen).Nice poem though I found it in a tin of Anzac Biscuits.  

 

Title: Re: Anzac Poem 
Post by birdiehandler on Apr 3rd, 2007, 3:01pm  

 
::)  Jeeeeez Bob! don't you ever stop eating?????    :P  

 

Title: Re: Anzac Poem 
Post by Bob Witt on Apr 4th, 2007, 5:47am  

 
Only if the misses catches me ;D  

 

Title: Re: Anzac Poem 
Post by Cyril Doc Rice on Apr 4th, 2007, 10:09am  

 
 
birdiehandler wrote:  

: :)  Jeeeeez Bob! don't you ever stop eating?????    :P 
 
 
He obviously has an appetite for knowledge ::) 
 
 
( I must be in"thane" ) ;D ;D ;D ;D  

 

Title: Re: Anzac Poem 
Post by birdiehandler on Apr 4th, 2007, 6:30pm  

 
::) Hey Doc!   Isn't it "Thirst for Knowledge!"  ;)  

 

Title: Re: Anzac Poem 
Post by Cyril Doc Rice on Apr 4th, 2007, 7:00pm  

 
 
birdiehandler wrote:  

::) Hey Do c!   Isn't it "Thirst for Knowledge!"  ;) 
 
::) ::) 
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I'm definitly "inthane" :-[ :-[  

 

Title: Re: Anzac Poem 
Post by ronaldo on Apr 4th, 2007, 7:55pm  

 
If it was the 'a thirst for knowledge', he probably satisfied it by downing a couple at the Excali  bar! 
 
Ron  

 

Title: Re: Anzac Poem 
Post by Joe on Apr 5th, 2007, 3:02am  

 
One I penned as 'patrick duncan' about the mid 80's when ANZAC day was losing its pull a little.   
Certainly not in the same league as the above and I doubt anyone will ever find it in or on a tin of 
Anzac biscuits (hate that word Cookies!!!) - maybe on an old rum or beer bottle????? 
 
The Old ANZACS 
 
That time of year has come again 
In spite of fog, hail sun or rain 
"It's what I want and I'll not feign 
It feels so good to conquer pain" 
 
This day means all to those then there 
The cross of then they now still bear 
It's lighter now but they don't care 
On lives grim ride they paid their fare. 
 
Some gave their all but what to gain 
If you weren't there I can't explain 
But sing with me the old refrain 
Your thoughts, they hope, will never wane. 
 
In all our hearts a love so rare 
Of strong young men - Do you compare? 
Attacked the devil in his lair 
Pulled his nose and grabbed his hair! 
 
We'll march once more, bus; car or train 
We'll be there though it be a bane 
Old; wise or weak and some insane 
Stout; thin; well; sick or with a cane. 
 
As they march by shouts fill the air 
They know they must while they dare 
Though bodies ache and muscles tear 
They honour medals that they wear 
 
"To march once more" is their cry 
"I'll march once more before I die" 
 
...then they all take off for a few yarns and a beer or two and a game of two up - FREEDOM I LOVE 
IT!!! 
Chookas 
Joe! 
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Title: Re: Anzac Poem 
Post by Cyril Doc Rice on Apr 5th, 2007, 1:13pm  

 
8-) 
 
Joe 
 
You are indeed one of a rare breed 
Well done 
 
You managed to dig deep into our emotions with that very well written verse 
 
Congratulations mate [smiley=thumbsup.gif] [smiley=thumbsup.gif]  

 

Title: Re: Anzac Poem 
Post by Joe on Apr 7th, 2007, 4:59pm  

 
Any time...have 100's of 'em but am a bit circumspect about putting them out there as some people 
are not too keen on poetry - especially mine!!! 
Hope some of you enjoy it anyway and that it brings back a memory, a smile or a tear or two - that's 
what lifes about!  Have a very Happy Easter and lets look forward to ANZAC Day. 
Chookas 
Joe  

 

Title: Re: Anzac Poem 
Post by Cyril Doc Rice on Apr 9th, 2007, 9:55pm  

 
 
Joe wrote:  

Any time...have 100's of 'em but am a bit circumspect about putting them out there as some people are not too keen 
on poetry - especially mine!!! 
Hope some of you enjoy it anyway and that it brings back a memory, a smile or a tear or two - that's what lifes 
about!  Have a very Happy Easter and lets look forward to ANZAC Day. 
Chookas 

 Joe 
 
 
Joe, check your PM  

 

Title: Re: Anzac Poem 
Post by Joe on Apr 10th, 2007, 7:36pm  

 
Thanks for the kind words Doc - appreciate it! 
Chookas 
Joe  
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Title: Reply to Flanders’ Fields 
Post by Bob Witt on Apr 14th, 2007, 4:54pm  

 
                        Oh! sleep in peace where poppies grow; 
                           The torch your falling hands let go 
                        Was caught by us, again held high, 
                            A beacon light in Flanders’ sky 
                        That dims the stars to those below. 
                            Your are our dead, you held the foe 
                         And ere the poppies cease to blow, 
                            We’ll prove our faith in you who lie 
                         In Flanders’ fields. 
 
                         Oh! rest in peace, we quickly go 
                            To you who bravely died, and know 
                         In other fields was heard the cry, 
                             For freedom’s cause, of you who lie, 
                         So still asleep where poppies grow, 
                              In Flanders’ fields. 
 
                         As in rumbling sound, to and fro, 
                             The lightning flashes, sky aglow, 
                        The mighty hosts appear, and high 
                             Above the din of battle cry, 
                         Scarce heard amidst the guns below, 
                             Are fearless hearts who fight the foe, 
                         And guard the place where poppies grow. 
                             Oh! sleep in peace, all you who lie 
                         In Flanders’ fields. 
 
                         And still the poppies gently blow, 
                             Between the crosses, row on row. 
                        The larks, still bravely soaring high, 
                             Are singing now their lullaby 
                        To you who sleep where poppies grow 
                             In Flanders’ fields. 
 
                                                                 John Mitchell 

 

Title: Re: Reply to Flanders’ Fields 
Post by Joe on Apr 16th, 2007, 2:47am  

 
Thanks Bob.  That brings a lump to the throat..Lest we forget...... 
Chookas 
Joe  
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Title: LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
Post by irish50561 on Apr 26th, 2007, 11:50am  

 
Congratulations Bob old mate on being granted Life Membership of the Far East Strategic Reserve, 
an honour well earned and long deserved. Regards. irish.  

 

Title: Re: LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
Post by Bob Witt on Apr 28th, 2007, 12:33pm  

 
Thanks for the congratulations Irish and Ken, I am both humble and honoured to have been 
accepted in the ranks along side the other Life Members of our Association.  

 

Title: Re: LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
Post by ronaldo on Apr 28th, 2007, 2:47pm  

 
Bob 
 
Likewise from I Bob.  BZ and a job well done 
 
Ron  
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Title: HMAS Melbourne 
Post by jr67 on May 5th, 2007, 6:47am  

 
Lest we Forget 
 
http://bulletin.ninemsn.com.au/article.aspx?id=264352  

 

Title: Re: HMAS Melbourne 
Post by Joe on May 8th, 2007, 6:24am  

 
Indeed.  A well written article that again stops just short of where it should - compo!!! 
Chookas 
Joe  

 

Title: Re: HMAS Melbourne 
Post by birdiehandler on May 8th, 2007, 3:00pm  

 
I also agree that the "Bulletin" article was as good one,but alas as always, the carrier was described 
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I would sugest sadly, that the 2 destroyers that were sunk with the loss of all those men were more 
likely "jinx" ships. The Melbourne was still afloat when towed off tho the wreckers in 1985. 
None the less, it is time como was paid to the survivors, it's been too long.   :'(  
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Title: Witch flies home for the last time 
Post by Bob Witt on May 10th, 2007, 5:46am  

 
The “Witch”, HMAS Ipswich, has flown home for the last time. With sister ship HMAS Townsville, the last of the 
Fremantle class patrol boats, she will be decommissioned in Cairns on May 11. Also leaving centre stage is 
Ipswich’s alter ego, HMAS Hammersley. The Ipswich was transformed into Hammersley for three months for the 
yet to be screened TV series Sea Patrol, starring Lisa McCune. On Monday April 23, LCDR Darren Grogan and 
his 24 officers and sailors took their 211 tonne Fremantle Class patrol boat down the Queensland coast and into 
the Brisbane River for the last time. She had clocked up 644,780 miles since she was built by the North 
Queensland Engineers and Agents Ltd, launched by Mrs Dallas Hayden on September 25 and commissioned on 
November 13, 1982. Her arrival in Brisbane heralded two weeks of activity for her ship’s company, including 
leading the Anzac Day march in Ipswich, and – for the last time – seeking Freedom of Entry to the City of 
Ipswich.  
 
Completion of the activities in Ipswich will see LCDR Grogan and his team return to their ship for a voyage back 
up the Queensland coast to their home base, HMAS Cairns. In Cairns the Witch will be given a final spruce up 
before on the night of May 11, along with sister patrol boat, HMAS Townsville, (LCDR Andrew Hawke), she will 
be decommissioned. The Fremantles are being replaced by Armidale Class patrol boats. The Australian 
Government has gifted Townsville to the City of Townsville for use in the local maritime museum. No decision 
has been announced on what will happen to Ipswich. Ipswich’s final voyage to Brisbane was filled with nostalgia 
and some significant “lasts”. Off Caloundra she was met by two civilian craft who transferred 27 cadets and their 
officers from new cadet training ship Ipswich, some relatives and a media contingent, to the warship. 
 
Ipswich headed out to sea to provide a group of evolutions, demonstrating to the ANC cadets what occurs on an 
Australian warship. The ship’s company used its 1944 vintage Bofors 40/60 deck gun and its pair of .50 calibre 
machine guns as part of the demonstrations. It is believed the 40/60 firings by Ipswich were the last at sea by 
any RAN ship and indeed by any ADF unit.Once in the river the sleek grey warship attracted much attention with 
onlookers lining the shore and cheering. Around 60 family members, friends, ADF personnel and more media 
waited on Naval Headquarters South Queensland’s Bulimba wharf for Ipswich to arrive.The ship’s company in 
gleaming whites and the Ipswich cadets in their blues, lined the rail as the Witch did a pass-by and salute then 
turned to secure bow to sea.  
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Title: Re: Witch flies home for the last time 
Post by ronaldo on May 10th, 2007, 8:07am  

 
Bob 
 
Just a little further info on that story, there is a kind of Fleet Air Arm connection to the story.  LCDR 
Darren Grogan is the son of one, Marty Grogan, ex Warrant Officer Writer and now holder of OAM 
for outstanding contrubutions to ex-servicemen and sport.  Marty is an ex-prisident of the Victorian 
Vietnam & Logistic Suppoprt Veterans Association.  Marty as an OD, back in '63-64, joined the 
Navy as a recruit and after sea service on HMAS Sydney 3, was posted to Albatross for an aircraft 
handlers course.  Marty later decided this was not to his liking so changed rates to become a Writer. 
 
Another couple of interesting points are, about 6 months ago, LCDR 
Rhul, took command of one of our newer Fremantle Class Patrol Boats.  He is the son of Peter 
Rhul, ex FAA Armourer who served with Helicopter Flight Vietnam.  
 
A couple of months ago, I attended the Commissioning of HMAS Bundaberg, LCDR R Newbold. 
 Capt Newbold is the son of ex CPO SE Neville Newbold, another birdie of course. 
 
Must be the high octane and kero diet that us 'birdies' lived on to produce such fine offspring! ;D 
 
Ron  

 

Title: Re: Witch flies home for the last time 
Post by wings on May 10th, 2007, 9:14am  

 
Ron,' Niffty' Nev  was a CPO (Met) not (SE).      ;)Wings  

 

Title: Re: Witch flies home for the last time 
Post by ronaldo on May 10th, 2007, 2:46pm  

 
Wings 
 
Ta for correcting that.  The grey matter is starting to dim a bit after those many years. :'(  It is hard to 
remember what day it is at times let along the right arm rates of persons I served with at the 'tross. 
;D ;D. 
 
Ron  
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Title: Qld AGM 
Post by Bob Witt on May 27th, 2007, 5:23pm  

 
Qld Division held their AGM today best wishes to the new incoming Executives and a well done to 
the outgoing executives. The new executives details are on top of the Qld Board may your coming 
year be smooth sailing for you all. To our out going President and Secretary join the rank and file 
knowing that on your watch you both done a very good job. Bravo Zulu.  

 
 

The FESR Visitors Log  
http://fesrassociation.com/cgi-bin/yabb2/YaBB.pl  
State Divisions >> QLD >> Qld Div. FESR Day Memorial Service  
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Message started by Bob Witt on Jun 2nd, 2007, 2:04pm  
 

Title: Qld Div. FESR Day Memorial Service 
Post by Bob Witt on Jun 2nd, 2007, 2:04pm  

 
Sunday 24th June 2007 :The Queensland Division will be commemorating FESR Day this year with 
a dedication of a memorial plaque and plinth in the memorial section of the Sandgate RSL Club 
service will begin 1600hrs medals to be worn, our normal monthly general meeting to start at 1400 
hrs.  
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Title: Re: Qld Div. FESR Day Memorial Service 
Post by birdiehandler on Jun 6th, 2007, 2:51pm  

 
Bob, 
I hope our "friends" at National level realise this is a Queensland celebration, not a National one.  :P 
 
 
 
Tut Tut  

 

Title: Re: Qld Div. FESR Day Memorial Service 
Post by Cyril Doc Rice on Jun 6th, 2007, 6:13pm  

 
 
birdiehandler wrote:  

Bob, 
pe our "friends" at National level realise this is a Queensland celebration, not a National one.  :P I ho 

 
 
I'm sorry if I am ignorant about things, but I do ask .Why? 
I would have thought that dedication ceremonies were "open" to everyone :question 
[smiley=beer.gif] 
 
You are correct Cyril anything pretaining to FESR Memorials, meetings etc anywhere are open to all 
members & friends an open invitation should always exist to every function Bob.  

 

Title: Re: Qld Div. FESR Day Memorial Service 
Post by phil on Jun 7th, 2007, 7:19am  
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Wish i could get there for the day. 
 
to all that can 
 
Have a great day 
 
Phil 

 

Title: Re: Qld Div. FESR Day Memorial Service 
Post by birdiehandler on Jun 7th, 2007, 4:06pm  

 
Sorry Doc, I meant to say it was a Queensland initiative. Of course anyone is welcome.   ::)  

 

Title: Re: Qld Div. FESR Day Memorial Service 
Post by Cyril Doc Rice on Jun 7th, 2007, 7:13pm  

 
 
birdiehandler wrote:  

Sor ry Doc, I meant to say it was a Queensland initiative. Of course anyone is welcome.   ::) 
 
 
Yair mate, You can see now how easy it is for me to get the wrong impression. 
No harm done.  
Cheers ;) 

The FESR Visitors Log  
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Message started by jr67 on Jun 3rd, 2007, 2:56pm  
 

Title: Secret War 
Post by jr67 on Jun 3rd, 2007, 2:56pm  

 
http://www.abc.net.au/rn/hindsight/stories/2007/1933479.htm 
 
This is about the Malaysian confrontation called Operation "Claret" obviously thought up in the 
Officers mess. 
 
jr67 Next Sunday on Hindsight they tell their stories. Should be worth watching the unknown war in 
the forgotten war Bob Witt  

 

Title: Re: Secret War 
Post by birdiehandler on Jun 4th, 2007, 6:33pm  

 
This is a TV show on the ABC next Sunday that should be watched by every member of the FESR. 
 >:(  
 
Should be interesting viewing.  
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Title: Re: Secret War 
Post by irish50561 on Jun 10th, 2007, 9:58am  

 
Sadly the programme appears unlikely to be shown here in darkest NSW, i've emailed the ABC my 
concerns and await a reply. Regards. Irish.  

 

Title: Re: Secret War 
Post by jr67 on Jun 10th, 2007, 10:05am  

 
Hindsight is a radio programme on Radio National that particular programme played last Sunday 
and was replayed at 1400 Thursday last you could if you know how probably get it on a podcast or 
whatever they are called.  

 

Title: Re: Secret War 
Post by Webmaster on Jun 10th, 2007, 10:39pm  

 
Hi JR67 - I searched high and low to find this program and missed it - very interested - is there any 
way the Radiostation would have a purchasable tape or disk or whatever - I am in if so - Thanks 
and Regards  Ross    

 

Title: Re: Secret War 
Post by Ian_McClure on Jun 11th, 2007, 1:14pm  

 
http://www.abc.net.au/rn/hindsight 

 

Title: Re: Secret War 
Post by Webmaster on Jun 11th, 2007, 8:33pm  

 
Thanks Ian - had a listen and will get the full story over the weekend - appreciated  - regards Ross  
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Title: Get Well - Thank You 
Post by DofExB on Jun 16th, 2007, 8:53am  

 
For those who are unaware, Pop's been in Greenslopes Private Hospital since last Sunday.  He 
wore his welcome out in CCU and they moved him down to the wards a couple of days ago, since 
then he's been giving the nurses the run around as they chase him to check his monitor.  On behalf 
of Ma (Jill) and the rest of the family I'd just like to say thank you to those who have phoned and 
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concern.  For now he's holding his own and looking forward to getting out in time to attend the 
FESR Memorial Day here in QLD on Sunday 24th at the Sandgate RSL. 
 
Kind Regards 
the Witt Family 
 
[smiley=dankk2.gif]  

 

Title: Re: Get Well - Thank You 
Post by Webmaster on Jun 16th, 2007, 11:55am  

 
Dear Erica - being so far from the action I didn't know Dad was unwell again - I hope for a speedy 
recovery and for his return to posting his knowledgeable comments and support. My timing for the e 
mail out to Members was not good, considering this,  and I thank you for the work you are doing in 
this area as well..Very Best Wishes   Ross  

 

Title: Re: Get Well - Thank You 
Post by Tom29216 on Jun 16th, 2007, 4:55pm  

 
Erica, 
Tell him that as I am an Honorary Birdie (by virtue of being crapped on from a great height,you 
know the story) if he needs a new arm or leg I will donate. 
 
My heart goes out to all of the family. 
Tom and Margeret  

 

Title: Re: Get Well - Thank You 
Post by oldmech on Jun 16th, 2007, 8:45pm  

 
Erica, 
Would you please pass on our best wishes to Bob, tell him to get out of there as quickly as possible, 
and Jill, keep your chin up. 
 
Fond Regards Lesle and ColN  

 

Title: Re: Get Well - Thank You 
Post by Bob Witt on Jun 17th, 2007, 4:21pm  

 
Thank you one and all for the kind remarks, I'm back on deck, still none the wiser though apparently 
the old ticker got out of wack somehow. Thank you all again for the postings and phone calls. 
Bob  

 

Title: Re: Get Well - Thank You 
Post by Cyril Doc Rice on Jun 17th, 2007, 6:27pm  

 
;) 
 
Good on you mate 
 
Guess you will be on stage at Sandgate next Sunday ;D
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With a bit of luck? definately not on stage though Thanks Doc :o :o  

 

Title: Re: Get Well - Thank You 
Post by irish50561 on Jun 17th, 2007, 11:11pm  

 
Bob, Jill, Erica, great news indeed that the old bloke is out and about once again, can't keep an old 
birdie down, best wishes from Carol and Irish.  

 

Title: Re: Get Well - Thank You 
Post by birdiehandler on Jun 18th, 2007, 11:22am  

 
:) Glad to see you are back home Bob.  
Sorry I am unable to attend the meeting next Sunday, but I'll be there with bells on for the July 
meeting.  
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Title: Australia's Tenix /Spain's Navantia 
Post by Bob Witt on Jun 21st, 2007, 6:54am  

 
Will combine to make two 27,000-tonne amphibious ships in Melbourne. The two amphibious ships will be the largest warships built in 
Australia. They will be able to carry 1200 troops and supporting equipment, including tanks and helicopters. They will be delivered 
between 2012 and 2014.  
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Title: Re: Australia's Tenix /Spain's Navantia 
Post by birdiehandler on Jun 21st, 2007, 3:10pm  

 
;D    Bob, I ran a story about this type of Carrier/Amphibious ship similar to the US "Wasp" Class in 
the "Birdies" newsletter in January 2004. (Page 7.) It had been reported in the Sydney Morning 
Herald on October 29, 2003. Great to see the "Birdies" making a comeback.   ;) 
 
 
Yes it's taken them that long to make up their minds, now it is official the Spaniards beat the Yanks  

 
 

The FESR Visitors Log  
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Message started by Bob Witt on Jun 25th, 2007, 6:36am  
 

Title: FESR Day Memorial 
Post by Bob Witt on Jun 25th, 2007, 6:36am  

 
Sunday 24th. June, the Queensland Division in conjunction with their FESR Day Memorial service 
dedicated a plaque plinth unveiled by Cmdr Forbes Peters SNOSEQ & the Hon. Wayne Swan MP 
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memorial rest on the grounds of the Sandgate RSL Club where nine years ago our association had 
it’s beginning. Memorials such as this, with the ones at Bundamba, Glenelg, Melbourne and 
Fremantle will preserve our history for generations to come.  
 

 

 

Title: Re: FESR Day Memorial 
Post by birdiehandler on Jun 25th, 2007, 7:12pm  

 
Congratulations Bob Witt on a great job of almost single handedly organising the plaque at 
Sandgate RSL. 
As a great man once said, "Never before have so many owed so much to so few." . . . I think that's 
what he said! 
BZ Bob Witt.  

 

Title: Re: FESR Day Memorial 
Post by Paul on Jun 26th, 2007, 8:59pm  

 
Hullo Bob, 
That is a beautiful plaque and a credit to you and all involved . 
Will duck around a have a look at it this Sunday when we go to church at St Margarets at Sandgate. 
Sorry to read that you've been "off beat" , glad to read that you are now up and running again. 
Best wishes, 
Paul  

 

Title: Re: FESR Day Memorial 
Post by irish50561 on Jun 29th, 2007, 11:27am  

 
Well done old son, the simple plaque tells it all, congratulations on your inititive and tenacity, it's a 
'Must see' for any ex-navy visitor to Queensland. Regards. Irish.  
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Title: Re: FESR Day Memorial 
Post by Bob Witt on Jul 3rd, 2007, 2:19pm  

 
Thank you all, but without the help of our past President Allen Prowse and his Committee and our 
newly elected Committee for their assistance this could not have been achieved. Below is a 
readable photo of the Plaque  
 

 
(later updated to read ‘for freedom we served’) 
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Title: New life for navy chopper training 
Post by Bob Witt on Aug 10th, 2007, 6:46am  

 
JUNIOR aircrew in the Royal Australian Navy will now be able to spend more time training with 
sophisticated avionics after a decision by the navy to lease three Agusta A109 helicopters from 
Raytheon Australia. 
The four-year deal will see the new choppers act as a stepping stone from basic Squirrel helicopters 
to the complicated operational choppers. Defence Minister Brendan Nelson said the single-pilot, 
twin-engine, all-weather Agustas will be used for a range of activities including consolidating flying 
skills, supporting fleet training, search and rescue, medical evacuation and personnel transfers. The 
aircraft will operate under the 723 Squadron, based at HMAS Albatross in Nowra, NSW, and are 
part of Raytheon's skill Retention and Motivation Initiative. Raytheon will provide maintenance, 
engineering and logistic support and project management from facilities in Nowra, where a team of 
45 already provides highly modified fixed wing aircraft. Raytheon Australia has an engineering and 
technical workforce of over 1200 across Australia and is wholly-owned subsidiary of US-based 
Raytheon Company. 
Copyright 2007 News Limited  
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Title: Wreck of HMAS Sydney found off WA 
Post by Bob Witt on Aug 11th, 2007, 3:08pm  

 
THE 66-year search for the wreck of HMAS Sydney, on which 645 Australians lost their lives, is 
almost certainly over.A group of West Australians using just a grappling hook and an underwater 
camera last weekend found what they are sure is the Sydney, which sank after a battle with the 
German raider Kormoran on November 19, 1941. 
Video film of the discovery shows scenes of tangled wreckage over a vast expanse of deck, much 
longer than any other vessel known to have sunk in the area.The search team believe a series of 
details clearly visible on their video — decking bolts, extensive radio aerials, steam tubes and signs 
of massive damage — all point to the Sydney.The wreck is off Cape Inscription on the northern end 
of Dirk Hartog Island in about 150 metres of water. 
 
Amateur researcher Phil Shepherd, who has been intrigued by the Sydney's fate since he saw a 
lifeboat from the Kormoran 61 years ago, said last night it was unlikely the wreck could be anything 
else."I've always wanted to find out where the souls of those sailors lay for all the people who have 
grieved over the years," Mr Shepherd said. "I've got a family member there too. This is a sacred site 
and a war grave — probably our most important war grave. We hope we can give the families some 
closure knowing where their people are and where they can place some flowers."Mr Shepherd, who 
has been involved in other Sydney search groups, said despite the rudimentary nature of the vision, 
it threw up strong evidence supporting his contention. 
 
"Sydney had a huge aerial system for its wireless telegraphy and we think we're seeing that on the 
video," he said. "There are bolts sticking out of the deck, lots of steam pipes and tangled wreckage. 
The bolts are important because we know the Sydney had timber decking that was tied down by the 
bolts."You would not expect that sort of damage from anything that had just sunk. It is inconsistent 
with it being anything else like a merchant ship."I knew the Sydney was flattened by the Kormoran 
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down by the bow and yawing …"I became more convinced when I saw all these halyards and what 
looked like aerial wires with insulators strewn over the debris, over railings. It looked like the mast 
had been shot down."All of this convinced me it wasn't an ordinary vessel. It didn't prove to me that 
it was a military vessel, but I asked myself: what else could it be if it's not the Sydney? The only 
other vessel it could be in that location was the Kormoran. 
 
"If it was any other vessel than the Sydney or the Kormoran in that location, why hadn't it been 
reported as missing and looked at?"Mr Shepherd said he later showed the video to another team 
member, diver Trevor Beaver, who had explored US naval wrecks in Truk Lagoon in the Pacific."He 
took one look at the video and he said: 'You've got it. It couldn't be anything else.' "Mr Shepherd 
said about 15 years ago he noticed an anomaly on the bottom of the sea when he was fishing, but it 
was before the days of the global positioning system and he didn't know how to get back to it.Early 
this year he was given a derivative location close to that spot by the son of a local fisherman who 
pulled up a copper bolt with a little bit of white timber attached to it about 12 years ago."From all of 
my research, with this new information, it became logically possible that this was the location," Mr 
Shepherd said.He began working with his son Graham, master divers Ian Stiles and Trevor Beaver, 
Perth businessman Terry Crommelin and diving supplies agent Simon van Zeller to work out a way 
to investigate the site. They devised a method of getting a camera down to film the site. Last 
weekend the late fisherman's son agreed to take them to the spot."We put down a heavy grapple 
and we were on the spot nearly straight away and hooked up on something," Mr Shepherd said. 
"We put the camera down on a tether rope holding it on with U-shackles. 
 
"When we got to the bottom we got pictures and within three minutes we spotted what looked like a 
spoon — which we now believe was a shovel — just laying in the sand. We were sitting there on the 
deck with a blanket over our heads so we could see the pictures on the screen and then this shape 
of what we thought was part of an aerial — now we think it's a railing — just came up out of the 
gloom."We were absolutely gobsmacked. And it just got better and better."Ian Stiles, an oil and gas 
diver for 25 years, took GPS locations as the camera travelled along the deck of the wreck to the 
extent of available movement. He logged a length of 30 metres. The Sydney was 170 metres 
long.Mr Stiles said one structure appeared to be a tripod. The Sydney had the ability to launch a 
Walrus aircraft which used a tripod structure. 
See exclusive footage of the fishermen's discovery on Seven News at 6 o'clock tonight. 
AAP  
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Message started by Bob Witt on Aug 14th, 2007, 6:41am  
 

Title: War veterans reform attacked 
Post by Bob Witt on Aug 14th, 2007, 6:41am  

 
Interesting article in the Herald Sun. 
 
A bid by Kevin Rudd to properly index pensions for severely disabled war veterans for the first time 
has been attacked by Veterans' Affairs Minister Bruce Billson. 
http://www.news.com.au/heraldsun/story/0,21985,22240115-662,00.html 
 
 
 
 
© Herald  

 

Title: Re: War veterans reform attacked 
Post by tromb123 on Aug 14th, 2007, 7:50am  

 
I loved the bit where they said the Minister was sounding more like an opposition Minister... 
 
But I think anything that can be done to help people, should be done!! 
As far as I can see, in this context, all people get is screwed.  

 

Title: Re: War veterans reform attacked 
Post by hollidayp on Aug 19th, 2007, 6:59pm  

 
>:( 
I remember anothe promanent ALP member (hawke) say during his election campain that he would 
look at ways to have the DFRBD board spend some of the millions it had, preferably back to 
veterans with lump sum payments to retire on which would then open up employment to thousands 
of unemployed at the time. 
What happened ? Nothing !  when confronted his answer was " i'd think about it".  
Is this rudd thing another empty promise?? 
Doc H    
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Title: NO EVIDENCE BY NAVY THAT WRECK IS HMAS SYDNEY 
Post by Bob Witt on Aug 21st, 2007, 6:42am  
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The Royal Australian Navy (RAN) has concluded its investigation of the area located near Dirk 
Hartog Island in Western Australia that was claimed to be the site of the wreck of the RAN’s World 
War II cruiser, HMAS Sydney II. The Navy Hydrographic survey ship HMAS Leeuwin was diverted 
from surveying duties earlier in the week and arrived in the area early on Friday morning, 17 August 
2007.  The ship examined the prime location of interest with its high definition multi-beam and 
towed side scan sonar equipment.  That work is now complete. The Leeuwin detected a relatively 
small wreck that had none of the characteristics normally associated with that of a warship, 
particularly one the size of Sydney II.The Minister Assisting the Minister for Defence Bruce Billson 
said today: “The wreck reportedly detected by the Leeuwin was about 30 metres in length and 
lacked the overall dimensions and features of a military vessel of the scale of the Sydney.“The 
Leeuwin also examined a one-mile radius around the wreck site and found no evidence of 
additional wreckage or features of interest.”The locations examined were based on coordinates 
provided by the Western Australian Maritime Museum, representatives of the amateur research 
group, which made the initial claims, and other third parties of goodwill.Data from the investigation 
will now be sent to the WA Maritime Museum for further analysis. Mr Billson said he welcomed 
advice that the research group would also provide any imagery or other information it gathered from 
the wreck site.  “While all the evidence gathered points to what this wreck is not, further analysis by 
the museum may enable it to formally identify what it actually is,” he said. “The Howard Government 
considers solving the mystery of the Sydney II an issue of national importance, particularly to bring 
closure for relatives of the 645 crew members who died while bravely serving their country.”   
 
Media Information:Cameron Hill (Mr Billson)   03 9781 2333  0408 239 521 
Defence Media Liaison   (Defence)   02 6265 3343  0408 498 664 
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Title: Merdeka Parade Rehersal 
Post by Bob Witt on Aug 31st, 2007, 6:46am  

 
For those interested in watching the rehearsal of the Merdeka Day Parade scroll down and click on 
start button below second picture. 
 
http://www.nst.com.my/Current_News/NST/Thursday/National/20070830082730/Article/index_html  
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Title: car sticker 
Post by Sailorsam on Aug 29th, 2007, 9:00am  
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I've noticed a number of different car stickers on sale on HMAS SYDNEY web site but nothing for 
just FESR service, perhaps the association could have some made up I'm sure FESR Veterans 
would be proud to display them on their cars, I would,as an example the stickers could be designed 
with the White Ensign, FESR map, ASM and Australian White Ensign with FESR Veteran either 
above or below. 
 
Cheers 
Sailorsam  
 
The subject of car stickers has been brought up several times but owing to the costing nothing was 
forth coming, recently members in Qld were given our Logo car sticker and those that require the 
Malayan or Borneo Indonesian Stickers are sending to VLSVA Victoria for theirs it works out 
cheaper than having them made here. Bob Witt  

 

Title: Re: car sticker 
Post by birdiehandler on Aug 30th, 2007, 6:30pm  

 
:)  Hi Sam,  With regard to the car stickers you mentioned, there is in fact a car stickers for the 
following, . . . 
 
(1) Indonesian Confrontation.   
(2) Vietnam & FESR.  
(3) Malayan Emergency 
 
All of these are available from: The Marketing Manager, HMAS Sydney & VLSVA 
PO Box 645, Heathmont Victoria. 3135 
 
Cost is $7 each plus $1.00 postage. 
 
I hope this is of some help.   ;)  

 

Title: Re: car sticker 
Post by birdiehandler on Aug 30th, 2007, 6:34pm  

 
:)  Sam, 
I will make sure the advertisment for the car stickers goes into the Queensland newsletter again in 
October.  ;)  

 

Title: Re: car sticker 
Post by wings on Aug 31st, 2007, 10:04am  

 
Sailorsam, I had car stickers made up ,after approval by Vic FESR ass., I have sold around 150 so 
far through the site word of mouth and at Vic and Perth FESR reunions and have around 35 left . 
They cost $5 including postage(madeup as non-profit)... If you send me an email I will send you a 
download of them . Wings          burdettbryan@yahoo.com    
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Title: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by hollidayp on Aug 19th, 2007, 11:43pm  

 
:o 8-)   
 
Can anyone remember the name of the gathering place for drinks and maybe a swim (as long as 
you didn't jump from the balcony)in Singapore opposite Raffles near the water. Was it the Union 
jack Club?? 
Doc H  

 

Title: Re: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by jr67 on Aug 20th, 2007, 8:31am  

 
Britannia Club :) 8-)  

 

Title: Re: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by Cyril Doc Rice on Aug 20th, 2007, 9:12am  

 
DocH ;) 
It must depend in what era you visited it. 
I was there in 1960 and it was the UJC  
In the lounge bar with the juke-box they had Slim Dusty's "Pub with no beer " record listed ' We 
played it 13 times in a row which got up the pommies noses and that swimming pool you mentioned 
is where I ended up in. Best stouch I had been in since the one against the Cannucks at the 
"Queens" beer hall in the Hondori at Kure in Nihon.................ah.........memories ::)  

 

Title: Re: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by ronaldo on Aug 20th, 2007, 10:17am  

 
If that was the place where just about every sailor did the dance of the flamers and lined up the 
tables to slide down into the pool, all full of p... & bad manners and then the redcaps turned up and 
all hell broke loose, no cannot help you as I was never in there! ::).  Think you will find it was the 
Brit. Club.  The crushers always ran their game of Crown & Anchor there as well.  Sometimes we 
would adjourn from the Brit Club and go to the rooftop bar at Raffles. 
 
Ron  

 

Title: Re: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by evilCA on Aug 20th, 2007, 12:24pm  

 
Throughout the mid to late fifties it was known as the NAFI Club. 
 
In those days it was on the waterfront and was across the road from Raffles. 
Now land has been reclaimed and it is several blocks inland. 
 
Beach Rd is no longer near the beach. 
 
As for Raffles it still looks the same but I could not help thinking that something was different. 
When I got home I compared my present photos with the the ones taken 50years ago and realised 
that the Raffles of today looks identical but is about twice the size of the old one. 
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original except the whole building is twice the size. 
 
Regards ....CA. 
 
PS.   If we can get our act together it is time that we organized a return re-union trip to Malaya / 
Singapore.  

 

Title: Re: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by tromb123 on Aug 20th, 2007, 1:38pm  

 
I hope you won't be doing any funny dances there Clive.... 
 
:o  

 

Title: Re: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by evilCA on Aug 20th, 2007, 1:56pm  

 
I guess my dancing days are over....not that I would know anything about that funny dance that I 
used to hear the other sailors talking about....I think it was some sort of a ritual fire dance. ::) 
 
Bugis St is also a bit differnt now ...that is from what I have heard it used to be like. :-X 
 
Regards...CA.  

 

Title: Re: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by boots on Aug 20th, 2007, 3:50pm  

 
We never did naughty things like that when we were there in the 50s. no NOT NEVER?  

 

Title: Re: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by ronaldo on Aug 20th, 2007, 4:21pm  

 
Boots 
 
Lets hope that in Raffles, you did not throw peanuts from the balcony when you bought your 
Singapore Gin Sling;) 
 
Ron  

 

Title: Re: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by DeeCee on Aug 20th, 2007, 4:38pm  

 
It was always the NAAFI Club while I was in and then it became SAFE (Singapore Armed Forces 
Emporium). The last time I was there the large dining room on your left as you walked in had been 
turned into a shop. The bars were still there and of course the swimming pool.Many a cooling swim 
in there either in togs or what ever I happened to have on at the time.. :o Then it was a movie run 
 ...eh! Clive. :-X  
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Post by hollidayp on Aug 20th, 2007, 4:44pm  
 

;) :'( 
Thanks one and all for replies. Toss up between UJC and britania But lean towards UJC> 
Cyril - Voyager time was that on the 63 trip with Vampire ? 
How a mention of a good watering hole brings out the best in us. I remember the smell of burning 
paper,hair and flesh but never found out what was burning. A few late swimmers were observed.!! 
Good health to all 
Doc H 

 

Title: Re: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by DeeCee on Aug 20th, 2007, 4:52pm  

 
The UJC was over the other side of the park. It was also known as the Brit Club but i seem to 
remember it more as the NAAFI. Always used to change my money across the road at Raffles. 
Always an honest exchange rate. Around $6 the Quid. $6 was what it used to cost for a taxi from 
Sambewang to Singapore. "Faster johnny faster " :P  

 

Title: Re: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by Cyril Doc Rice on Aug 20th, 2007, 5:29pm  

 
 
boots wrote:  

We n ever did naughty things like that when we were there in the 50s. no NOT NEVER? 
 
 
 
HA haa!!!!!  YOUR NOSE JUST GREW 6 inches ;) ;) 
 
DocH 
 
1960 for "Sealion" exercises  Mar-Jun 
 
NAAFI ( British Armed Forces Canteen) was the organisation that run the club. I knew it as the UJC, 
but have heard it referred to as "The Brit Club"  

 

Title: Re: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by hollidayp on Aug 20th, 2007, 5:40pm  

 
8-) 
I'm writing my life story especially the time in the navy so I'd better stick to NAFFI, can't go wrong 
then. Another 'tiger top' eh! 
Doc H  

 

Title: Re: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by DeeCee on Aug 20th, 2007, 5:59pm  

 
Did you ever get out to Desker Road. :'( more a tear than a cry)  

 

Title: Re: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by birdiehandler on Aug 20th, 2007, 6:41pm  
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Hey Doc, 
               There was a photo of the pool of the Britania Club/ Union Jack Club/ NAAFI Club, 
whatever, on page 10 of the June Issue of the Queensland Div. FESR News. The photo was 
supplied by Mannie Comino. 
 
Ken. (Editor FESR News. Qld. Div.)   :-/  

 

Title: Re: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by looseleis on Aug 20th, 2007, 7:02pm  

 
You are correct Dee Cee it was the NAAFI club , I remember it well as we who had a tea break at 
Raffles during our Photo runs were told. Isnt that right Clive? 
                                 Regards Loose Leis.  

 

Title: Re: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by evilCA on Aug 20th, 2007, 11:18pm  

 
I remember it well Graham. 
As Dee Cee and I sipped our Earl Gey tea in the Tiffin Room we never failed to raise our little finger 
in respectfull acknowledgement of your presence in the nearby Writers Bar where you discussed 
the desecration of humanity in Deskar Rd. 
 
Actually it was your campaigning for the closure of Deskar Rd that compelled Dee Cee and myself 
to visit the area to see for ourselves the degredation you spoke of and it was only Dee Cees 
frustration at the moral degregation of the area that caused him to push those two RN Chiefs  R's 
over backwards into the shxt  canal to punish them for being there. 
 
At least we tried . 
 
Regards...CA.  

 

Title: Re: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by ronaldo on Aug 21st, 2007, 7:41am  

 
Remember that big round-a-bout at Sembawang?  Just abut every time we headed back to terror 
after a night out, the taxis would be pulled over and Sten Guns poked thru the windows by troops, 
until they saw that we were all drunken sailors heading back to our ships.  Then of course there 
were the tri-shaw races in front of raffles by Drunken sailors.  Giving poor old Johnny and extra 
couple of bucks if he could beat the other bloke and at the same time Grabbing the wheel nearest to 
you and using your hand as a brake to slow him down so he would not win ;  Then here were those 
other sailors who bundled Johnny into the chair of the tri-shaw and took over the peddling 
themselves ;D  Ahh the memories 
 
Ron  

 

Title: Re: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by jr67 on Aug 21st, 2007, 8:54am  

 
http://www.users.waitrose.com/~g8jan/html%20files/singapore%201958%202.html  
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Title: Re: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by Bodgie Sefton on Aug 21st, 2007, 11:35am  

 
on HMAS ANZAC 1955-56,  1956-57. HMAS Melbourne  1959-60,  1961-62 and it was always 
known to us as the Britannia Club 
Type in "Britannia Club Singapore" in Google to find out more.  

 

Title: Re: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by irish50561 on Aug 22nd, 2007, 12:39pm  

 
Spot on Bodge, recall POCK[S] Bungy Williams and L/CK[S] Bluey Harris, both extremely large 
lads, goading their respective rickshaw drivers to greater efforts as they raced past the Brittania 
Club, goaded on by fellow matelots early one evening. Poor bloody chineses blokes looked fairly 
knackered, hope Bungy and Blue paid them a little extra for their efforts.[Sydney 56]. Regards. Irish.  

 

Title: Re: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by David_A on Aug 22nd, 2007, 3:25pm  

 
The Ship's Doctor and I always went direct from Queenborough to Raffles as we did not want to get 
involved in all those wicked things we had heard about. 
All who knew the Doctor in the 50's would believe me 
David A  

 

Title: Re: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by ColinS on Aug 22nd, 2007, 7:47pm  

 
Bluey Harris, was PO Cook on the Quickmatch 1961 - 1962 trip up top, I remember as if it was 
yesterday. He sent me down to the Chinese tailor we picked up in Singapore to get two of the 
tailor's largest white belts sewn together and then the enlarged belts just barely went around Bluey, 
boy he was a size. Arms like large legs of ham. I remember on that same trip, he would be rolling 
out pastry and as the sweat rolled off him we would always have add more flour to the pastry to 
make up for the extra liquid. 
;D ;D [smiley=2vrolijk_08.gif] [smiley=vrolijk_26.gif] [smiley=vrolijk_26.gif]  

 

Title: Re: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by Bob Witt on Aug 25th, 2007, 7:01am  

 
 
This may help all http://mappyhour.nerl.net/index.php curtesy NAA board  

 

Title: Re: Drinks in Singapore 
Post by herbjqmg on Sep 10th, 2007, 4:34pm  

 
Still there. A police Club.  
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http://fesrassociation.com/cgi-bin/yabb2/YaBB.pl?num=1191403057  

Message started by bobbles on Oct 3rd, 2007, 7:17pm  
 

Title: Vietnam Veterans Nominal Roll 
Post by bobbles on Oct 3rd, 2007, 7:17pm  

 
Hi all, 
 
In the Sept. addition of VETAFFAIRS page 4 there is an announcement saying that their is a new 
website called www.vietnamroll.gov.au that is a nominal roll of all who seved in Vietnam (including 
civilians). I have had a quick look and it looks good. 
 
I clicked on 'Search' and filled out my particulars and had a look. I then clicked on 'Certificate' and 
printed it out, it looks pretty good. It is worth a look. 
 
Regards Bob  

 

Title: Re: Vietnam Veterans Nominal Roll 
Post by Joe on Oct 7th, 2007, 6:56am  

 
I did it too!  Thanks for that.  
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Message started by jr67 on Sep 17th, 2007, 11:07am  
 

Title: Politicans and Elections 
Post by jr67 on Sep 17th, 2007, 11:07am  

 
 
F ound this in the courier-Mail This morning 
 
http://www.news.com.au/couriermail/story/0,23739,22427358-27197,00.html 
 
:o ;D :'(  

 

Title: Re: Politicans and Elections 
Post by tromb123 on Oct 7th, 2007, 6:26pm  

 
!!!!  That says it all  !!!!!!!!!! 
 
 
 
>:( >:( >:( >:( >:( >:( >:( >:( >:( >:( >:( >:( >:(  
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Title: Re: Politicans and Elections 
Post by evilCA on Oct 7th, 2007, 7:34pm  

 
Why don't our ESO's , RSL, Naval Association etc. publicly ask the Prime Minister one simple 
question. 
"Why make promises of what you will do if re-elected ...-  You are in power now Why don't you do it 
now???". 
 
Could it be that it is just another election promise that will never happen. 
 
I have also noted that many of these so called increases that are fed to us are very rarely made 
effective  immediately but more often than not arre fazed in over a period of years....in other words 
they are just what we would naturally receive during the process of inflation....in other word 'smoke 
and mirrors' handouts. 
 
Am I just a cynical old bastard ?......  Yes, but with good reason. 
Regards...CA.  

 

Title: Re: Politicans and Elections 
Post by Joe on Oct 8th, 2007, 4:50am  

 
I lurve cynical ole ba*tards!!! Of course what you say is true.  Smoke and mirrors and spin doctors. 
 Now all they have to practice is being a ventriloquist - that way you won't even think they said it or 
that they said it without moving their lips!!!!  

 

Title: Re: Politicans and Elections 
Post by evilCA on Oct 8th, 2007, 6:38pm  

 
At least you know when they are lying,  that is when you see their lips move. 
 
Regards...CA  

 

Title: Re: Politicans and Elections 
Post by seashells on Nov 3rd, 2007, 4:11pm  

 
Copy Catts are ALL polititians... It doesn't matter what they say or Promise... as long as they get 
elected 
It is the Devil you Know , than the Devil you Don't >:( >:( >:( >:( :o >:( :o >:( :o :o ;D :( :o >:( 
Anyway... thay are All a bunch of  
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Title: Lest We Forget 
Post by Bob Witt on Nov 11th, 2007, 6:44am  
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How sleep the brave, who sink to rest, 
By all their country's wishes blest! 
When Spring, with dewy fingers cold, 
Returns to deck their hallow'd mould, 
She there shall dress a sweeter sod 
Than Fancy's feet have ever trod. 
By fairy hands their knell is rung, 
There Honour comes, a pilgrim gray, 
To bless the turf that wraps their clay; 
And Freedom shall awhile repair, 
To dwell, a weeping hermit, there. 
                                          William Collins 
 
Lest We Forget  
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Title: HMAS SYDNEY Memorial 
Post by Bob Witt on Nov 17th, 2007, 2:23pm  

 
All members and friends are invited to attend the annual HMAS Sydney Memorial Service held 
Sunday 18th. Nov. by the Sandgate Naval Association in conjunction with the Qld Division FESR 
Association and the VLSVA Association muster 1615 hrs Sandgate RSL ( medal to be worn) for the 
march to Sandgate Memorial Park for the memorial service. 
 
They have no grave but the cruel sea, 
  No flowers lay at their head. 
A rusting hulk is their tombstone, 
  Afast on the ocean bed. 
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  Age shall not weary them,nor the years condem. 
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning 
  We shall remember them. 
 
         Lest we Forget  
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Title: Kindred Organization Committee 
Post by ronaldo on Nov 14th, 2007, 2:48pm  

 
Hi All 
 
Can anyone tell me if FESR in its own right, or in conjunction with NAA, forms part of this group?  I 
received a document yesterday, which I have taken a few extracts from.  The document some 17 
pages in length covered all Vet Affair Issues regarding health, pensions etc etc. covered in their 
2007 Election strategy. 
Ron 
 
 
Quote:  

Afternoon All, Attached is the Qld KOC Federal Election Strategy 2007 which had its launch at 10.00am 
today at the Vietnam Memorial, ANZAC Square Brisbane. Please publish widely. 
 
KINDRED ORGANISATION’S COMMITTEE  
- KOC QLD -  
MILITARY SERVICE  
                            and  
EX SERVICE MATTERS
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FEDERAL ELECTION Strategy  
2007  
 
 
WHAT IS THE KOC?  
The KOC is Queensland Military Service and Ex-Service peak body which advocates on behalf of the 
member Ex-Service Organisations [ESO’s].  
The KOC membership comprises the following Queensland based ESO’s:  
a. The Vietnam Veterans Federation. VVFA  
b. The Totally and Permanently Incapacitated Ex-Servicemen  
and Women Federation TPI  
c. The Royal Australian Air Force Association. RAAFA  
d. The Partners of Veterans Association. PVA  
e. The Returned and Services League RSL  
f. The Royal Australian Regiment Association RAR  
g. The Vietnam Veterans Association. VVAA  
h. The Naval Association of Australia. NAA  
i. The Defence Force Welfare Association. DFWA  
j. Peace Keepers and Peace Makers Veterans Association. APPVA  
WHAT DOES THE KOC DO?  
The KOC was established fifteen months ago with the aim of providing a forum for the various ESO’s to 
share ideas and develop common positions on the many and varied issues that face the members of the 
Military Service and Ex-Service Community in Queensland.  
The KOC has been successful in what it set out to do!  
The KOC through its regular meetings has promoted a firm partnership between the various member 
ESO’s such that they have combined to produce common positions on the vital matters that affect their 

pective membership and all in the defence and ex-service community across Queensland.  res  

 

Title: Re: Kindred Organization Committee 
Post by Cyril Doc Rice on Nov 14th, 2007, 5:58pm  

 
:-/ :-/ 
 
Ron  
 
Like you mate I never heard of the KOC until a couple of months ago, yet they have been in 
existence for over 15 months. 
 
How did they come into existence? 
I have never heard them mentioned in the organisations that I belong to, nor have those 
organisations informed me about their existence.  
Who, if any, were the delegates to these meetings? Were all ESO's invited to participate? 
How was the committee constituted? Were they elected or are they "self appointees"? 
Are they a registered national body? 
If our organisations are affiliated with them then are they incorporated to protect us? 
What patronage do they have? Is there a "watchdog committee" to ensure that they oversee and 
report on their actions? 
 
These are but a few questions that bug me, and I am sure that would be others here that would like 
to get some background on them. A committee profile would help 
 
Watcha rekon? 

 

Title: Re: Kindred Organization Committee 
Post by ronaldo on Nov 15th, 2007, 7:17am  

 
Doc 
 
I had heard likewise as well but by those Orgs which were mentioned in the letter which I received, I 
belong to some of them and I had heard that they were working towards reaching that goal with 
each-other.  I have attended meetings with some of them and I am in regular correspondence with 
them as well through e-mail/newsletters, but not once did I hear anything about a launch of their 
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involvment of ex Army Lt. General, Lt. Colonel, Qld RSL, VVFA & VVAA & a few OAM's tossed in 
for good measure.  I would have thought that NAA would have published some info on it but then 
again I do not visit their sight anymoree.  If they were supposed to be representing the likes of us, 
then why were we kept in the dark?  They must think that the RSL & NAA etc are the sole 
representatives of the Ex-Org Associations. 
 
Ron  

 

Title: Re: Kindred Organization Committee 
Post by seashells on Nov 15th, 2007, 7:24am  

 
November 2007 
EXECUTIVE 
National President Major General William J Crews AO (Retd)  
Deputy National President Mr Don Rowe OAM  
NSW State President Mr Don Rowe, OAM  
VIC State President Major General David J McLachlan, AO(Retd)  
ACT State President Mr Gary Brodie, OAM  
QLD State President  Mr Doug Formby   
SA State President Mr Jock Statton OAM  
TAS State President Mr Tony Scott, OAM   
WA State President Mr William Gaynor OAM RFD  
National Secretary Mr Derek Robson AM  
National Treasurer Mr David Sinclair  
National Solicitor Mr Brian Loftus RFD  

 

Title: Re: Kindred Organization Committee 
Post by Joe on Nov 15th, 2007, 8:12am  

 
They seem to be pretty solid citizens!!!!  

 

Title: Re: Kindred Organization Committee 
Post by Cyril Doc Rice on Nov 15th, 2007, 11:43am  

 
 
Joe wrote:  

The y seem to be pretty solid citizens!!!! 
 
 
And all executives of the RSL. What about the other ESO's?  where is their representation? 
After all, it is supposed to be "Kindred" ain't it 

 

Title: Re: Kindred Organization Committee 
Post by seashells on Nov 15th, 2007, 12:16pm  

 
KINDRED ORGANISATIONS COMMITTEE  
Chairman COUVRET OAM, MR PAUL  (Netherlands Ex-Servicemen & Womens' Association of 
Australia)  
Members Armed Forces Federation of Australia 
Australian Army Training Team Vietnam Association 
Australian Commando Association  
Australian Ex-Services Atomic Survivors Association
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Australian Legion of Ex-Servicemen and Women 
Blinded Soldiers of St Dunstans, Australia  
British Commonwealth Occupation Forces Executive Council of Australia ACT Inc 
British Ex-Services Association  
Defence Reserves Association  
Ex-POW Association of Australia  
Federated T B Ex-Service Association of Australia 
Incapacitated Servicemen & Women's Association 
Korea & South East Asia Forces Association of Australia 
Legacy Coordinating Council  
Merchant Navy Association of Victoria 
National Assoc of Extremely Disabled War Veterans Inc 
National Servicemen's Association of Australia  
Naval Association of Australia  
Netherlands Ex-Servicemen & Womens' Association of Australia  
Norwegian War Veterans Association NSW 
Polish Ex-Service Association  
Rats of Tobruk Association  
Regular Defence Force Welfare Association  
Returned & Services League of Australia 
Royal Australian Armoured Corps Association 
Royal Naval Association 
Submarines Association Australia  
The Partners of Veterans Assoc of Aust Inc  
Thirty Niners Association of Australia  
UNCIVPOL (AUSTCIVPOL)  
Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia  
 
Did I leave anything out ;) ;D  

 

Title: Re: Kindred Organization Committee 
Post by seashells on Nov 15th, 2007, 12:22pm  

 
The Kindred Organisations Committee (KOC) is a committee formed by the RSL (Qld Branch) and 
the following  
Queensland ex-service organisations;  
Naval Association of Australia,  
RAAF Association,  
Partners of Veterans of Australia Association,  
TPI,  
Vietnam Veterans’ Association,  
Vietnam Veterans’ Federation,  
Australian Peacekeepers and Peacemaker Veterans’ Association Inc,  
Royal Australian Regiment Association  
and the  
Regular Defence Force Welfare Association.  

 

Title: Re: Kindred Organization Committee 
Post by ronaldo on Nov 15th, 2007, 2:15pm  

 
Who said that?  Job for the boys! Don't believe you.  Of course we will be properly represented.   ::) 
 
Ron  

 

Title: Re: Kindred Organization Committee 
Post by Cyril Doc Rice on Nov 15th, 2007, 3:58pm  
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Ron  
 
Up till now I have seen the cover but didn't know what the book was about 
So I started digging  
I have come up with the meeting of the KOC in Nov '06 
Also what now may be more relative is that a year later the following may be worth a read 
 
http://www.rslqld.org/docs/KOC_QLD_2007_Election_Strategy.pdf  
 
It seems to me that the humble crew that started all this have now been replaced by the "generals 
club" 
(and we all know on what side of the political fence they sit). 
 
But for the present I am prepared to sit back and see which way they go about presenting the 
concerns of the grass roots members of the ex-service community before I make any judgement. 
 
So thanks mate for bringing this to our attention ;)  

 

Title: Re: Kindred Organization Committee 
Post by Bob Witt on Nov 16th, 2007, 7:33am  

 
To answer Ronaldo, to my knowledge the subject of KOC affiliation has never been broached at 
State FESR meetings and I have never seen it on the NAA Forum or in the White Ensign (but as 
affiliates of the NAA we could come under that banner), that is not to say it hasn't appeared there 
but to be honest this is the first I have heard of KOC, after reading some of the threads and some of 
their 2007 Election strategy it may tie in with the aim of the RSL drive to be the head of all the Ex-
Servics Organisations. To date the RSL hasn't shown a great deal of leadership in that area.  

 

Title: Re: Kindred Organization Committee 
Post by ronaldo on Nov 16th, 2007, 3:24am  

 
I heard about it being muted about 12 months or so ago, thru one of the other Associations to which 
I belong.  Since then, nothing until I received the letter from one of my Associations.  I must have 
blinked, I missed seeing Admirals, Air Commodores Naval Airman Bloggs & Private Smiths, or non 
post nominals, on their list of of title holders.  Same as there is no representation from any of them 
on Medal Entitlements Boards & etc. To each of those Associations who have kept me in the dark, 
No renewal of my membership for the coming years. 
 
Ron  

 

Title: Re: Kindred Organization Committee 
Post by Cyril Doc Rice on Nov 16th, 2007, 11:21am  

 
>:( >:( 
Ron 
 
You would have thought by now with all their experience that they would have engaged the services 
of a webmaster, (and there are plenty about in the various ESOs) to set up a website that we could 
all use to be kept up to date on policy developments, media releases and to make any enquiries :-/ 
 
What harm is there in being on the level with ALL ex-service personnel ;)  

 

Title: Re: Kindred Organization Committee 
Post by Joe on Nov 20th, 2007, 3:45am  
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Hey Doc, it's pretty straight forward - if you tell people about it you have to take their baggage 
onboard.  Much easier just to say you represent everyone and receive the kudos without the effort - 
also gives the pollies the perfect excuse to say that they have evaluated all things Vet with the 
representative body knowing it won't cost anything at all. 
Ronaldo has the right idea - vote with your $'s and feet - should wake the odd ESO up if 
membership plummets!  

 

Title: Re: Kindred Organization Committee 
Post by Bob Witt on Nov 20th, 2007, 5:52am  

 
While I haven't read much of KOG it was bought up at our monthly meeting and the discussion 
seems to indicate they are very selective whom they invite to join. We have apparently submitted 
ours for ratification, but as I have said in my previous thread it was RSL related, I notice in this 
months RSL news Doug Formby (Qld Pres) touched on it in his report but I agree with his last 
paragraph quote: Finally, and thinking of the elections at all levels within the RSL (QLD) early in 
2008, we must regenerate regularly. Too many people remain for too long in elected positions. At 
least he seems to be on the right track whether KOG will be successful only time will tell.  

 

Title: Re: Kindred Organization Committee 
Post by Bodgie Sefton on Nov 21st, 2007, 10:01am  

 
Bob, we have a similar group here in the West called the Unit & Kindred Forum which meets every 
two months at RSL Headquarters. 
Meetings are usually chaired by the State Secretary of the RSL and most ESO's are represented. 
Some of the Ex Navy Eso's are 
FESR WA, HMAS Bataan, Tribal class destroyers, Corvettes, VLSVA. Any concerns that are raised 
are passed on to the RSL congress for consideration.  

 

Title: Re: Kindred Organization Committee 
Post by Bob Witt on Nov 21st, 2007, 2:39pm  

 
Thanks Bodgie, 
I am sure the Nat.exe. will take note as they are the ones doing the approaching  

 

Title: Re: Kindred Organization Committee 
Post by boots on Nov 21st, 2007, 9:11pm  

 
Never heard of them, and dont believe most of what I read.  

 

Title: Re: Kindred Organization Committee 
Post by Cyril Doc Rice on Nov 22nd, 2007, 10:29am  

 
 
boots wrote:  

N ever heard of them, and dont believe most of what I read. 
 
 
You and thousands of others. 
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Have you been recuperating mate?, Not heard from you in a while :) :) 
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Title: champion shot 
Post by phil on Nov 24th, 2007, 1:58pm  

 
Hi guys 
could someone please enlighten me on what and why the Army has a Champion Shot Medal? 
thanks Phil :-?  

 

Title: Re: champion shot 
Post by seashells on Nov 24th, 2007, 6:07pm  

 
Champion Shot Medal  
 
The Champion Shots Medal recognises skill at arms in the Australian Defence Force.  
About the award  
Skill at arms is an important ability for military personnel and recognition of this skill has a long 
tradition in the defence forces.  
The Champion Shots Medal encourages and rewards skill in arms shooting in the three Australian 
armed forces - the Royal Australian Navy, the Australian Army and the Royal Australian Air Force.  
Each year, the armed forces conduct target-shooting competitions with standard issue weapons. 
Three medals – one for each force – are awarded to the winners.  
The Champion Shots Medal was established on 13 September 1988 by Letters Patent.  
How it is awarded  
The Governor-General makes the awards on the recommendation of the Chief of the Defence 
Force or the Chief’s delegate.  
No more than three medals can be awarded in each calendar year.  
Medal design  
The Champion Shots Medal is a circular antiqued brass medal 38 millimetres in diameter. It is 
ensigned with the Crown of St Edward, also in antiqued brass. Two wreaths of laurel leaves 
surround a symbol of two crossed rifles superimposed on the stars of the Southern Cross. There is 
no design on the back of the medal.  
Medal ribbon  
The medal is suspended from a 32 millimetre wide ribbon. The ribbon has a central dark blue 
vertical band flanked by two vertical bands of red, which are in turn bordered by two vertical bands 
of light blue.  
A clasp inscribed with the year awarded is attached to the ribbon. 
If the same person receives a further Champion Shots award it is in the form of a date bar, which is 
attached to the ribbon of the original award.  
Fast facts  
POST NOMINAL:  
None  
INTRODUCED INTO THE AUSTRALIAN HONOURS SYSTEM:  
1988  
NUMBER AWARDED:  
46 as at June 2006  
DESCRIPTION:  
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two crossed rifles superimposed on the stars of the Southern Cross. The medal is suspended from 
a dark blue, red and light blue ribbon. 

 

Title: Re: champion shot 
Post by phil on Nov 26th, 2007, 10:41am  

 
Thanks 
i was in the intersevice shooting team 3 times (i think it was 3) and never heard of it. it's not as old 
as me, thanks 
Phil  

 

Title: Re: champion shot 
Post by seashells on Nov 26th, 2007, 4:25pm  

 
Phil... When I was in Pussers back in the sixties, there was a badge for us sailors who had cross 
rifles and if I remember, I think we even got a couple of cents each pay ;) bit thats too long ago ::) ;)  

 

Title: Re: champion shot 
Post by Joe on Nov 27th, 2007, 5:30am  

 
Can't remember the amount but remember raising AS161's to include Cross Rifles Allowance in 
blokes pay.  I always thought that the crossed rifles looked great as a cuff badge both in Gold on 
#1's and in Red on #2's.   I certainly had no chance - you had to have a steady hand and a good 
eye as well as technique to shoot straight with a .303.   I was alright with a .22 and bagged many a 
bunny on school holidays but the heavier .303 did me in!  

 

Title: Re: champion shot 
Post by phil on Nov 27th, 2007, 7:31am  

 
I had the cross rifles i remember the badge but i can't recall any money, i'll just have to put in for 
back pay  ;D ;D ;) 
regards  
Phil  

 

Title: Re: champion shot 
Post by Joe on Nov 28th, 2007, 5:02am  

 
Doing the paper work now Phil ...let me see tuppence per fortnight times 26 fortnights equals a bit 
over five bob a years for ....HOW MANY YEARS???? Sorry Phil grubbermint can't afford it - that 
would sink the futures fund on it's own. 
Now what you can do is seek compo.  That is a really easy way to go.  First find a lawyer and a 
bunch of dollars (another type of Oz currency) and settle in for a 30 years battle and, and...Phil, 
 Phil,  Phil  come back......  

 

Title: Re: champion shot 
Post by seashells on Nov 28th, 2007, 7:55am  

 
Found the cross SLR Badge ;D ;) 
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Also while I'm on it... The Dept of Navy who did the pays has destroyed all documents prior to 1974. 
They were all destroyed in the year 2000 as I know because I was chasing some back pay when I 
returned from Vietnam which I was entitled to but never got... go figure >:( ;)  

 

Title: Re: champion shot 
Post by Joe on Nov 30th, 2007, 4:49am  

 
All that hard work and hours grinding at the desk..gone...what a waste (on the bright side they won't 
see the mistakes I made - I've only got 6 fingers on me left foot and ten toes on me right hand!!)  

 
 

The FESR Visitors Log  
http://fesrassociation.com/cgi-bin/yabb2/YaBB.pl  
State Divisions >> QLD >> Sorry for the Short Notice  
http://fesrassociation.com/cgi-bin/yabb2/YaBB.pl?num=1197069790  

Message started by Bob Witt on Dec 8th, 2007, 9:23am  
 

Title: Sorry for the Short Notice 
Post by Bob Witt on Dec 8th, 2007, 9:23am  

 
This notice was placed on the NAA web site and as we are affiliated and the invite is for 
associations so anyone wishing to go feel free to on our behalf (per National President) 
 
Dear All, 
On Sunday 9 December Bulimba Barracks will be holding an Open Day for associations and local 
residents to attend between 0900 - 1200. 
The Army will have military vehicles on display; Defence Force Recruiting Brisbane will hold a stand 
and the Queensland detachment of the RAN band will perform. 
HMAS MARYBOROUGH will be alongside at the Bulimba Wharf and open to guests during this 
time. 
I encourage all Naval Association members to come along and bring friends and family. One person 
from each group will be required to show photo identification upon entry onto the base. As there 
may be a queue to tour MARYBOROUGH sunscreen and a hat is recommended. 
 
FS Peters 
Commander ADC RAN 
Commanding Officer  
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Title: Seasons Greetings 
Post by Bob Witt on Dec 17th, 2007, 5:40am  
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To All, 
Wishing you and your families all a Very Happy Xmas and may the coming New Year bring you and 
yours the best of Health and Happiness through out the year  

 

Title: Re: Seasons Greetings 
Post by Cyril Doc Rice on Dec 17th, 2007, 7:47am  

 
:) :) :)Thank you Bob 
 
The same best wishes to you and yours also....and ....to everyone else. ;) ;) 
Hope that you are now free of pain and things are on the up and up  
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Title: Bugle Playing 
Post by hollidayp on Dec 17th, 2007, 11:03pm  

 
Here's a good one for old sailors, 59-60 vintage (a good year) 
 
Can anyone recall the Naval Band Bugler at HMAS Cerberus who would set himself up with a yoke 
to steady his bugle and play a tune facing each accommodation block in turn?? 
What tune did he play?? 
 
Doc H  

 

Title: Re: Bugle Playing 
Post by Cyril Doc Rice on Dec 18th, 2007, 7:18am  

 
:) :) 
 
Doc 
 
I was there for the first half of 59, but do not remember the bloke or event. :-/ 
Maybe I did not have a good ear for music, but Barry Jenkins down in Henty may have the answer 
for you  

 

Title: Re: Bugle Playing 
Post by hollidayp on Dec 18th, 2007, 3:01pm  

 
I was there in late 60 for a Gunnery FC 2's course and I recall the event but as said can't remember 
the tune played.  
Only ever heard it a couple of times so it may have been a rush of blood to a young bandies' head 
but it was great. Just like the old movie of Pearl Harbour which I can't recall the title. Having a 
Seniors moment?? 
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Doc H  

 

Title: Re: Bugle Playing 
Post by oldmech on Dec 18th, 2007, 4:15pm  

 
Doc, 
 
I was there from 5 Jan '58 to 19 Feb '60 and cannot recall such an event.  
That however means nothing as I was living in the marriage patch most of that time and would have 
only spent duty nights and the January, February period of '60  as a live in member, during my PO 
Leadership Course. 
 
ColN  

 

Title: Re: Bugle Playing 
Post by seashells on Dec 18th, 2007, 10:34pm  

 
Try emailing Russ Greystone on GUN PLOT, the question.. he might be able to find out for you. 
 
Or if you are a member of Gun Plot post the question... you could be lucky ;)  

 

Title: Re: Bugle Playing 
Post by evilCA on Dec 19th, 2007, 1:33pm  

 
I don't know of the incident but 'The Waltzing Bugle Boy 'was quite popular at that time followed by 
'Il'l Silenzio. ' 
 
Regards...CA.  
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Title: Tribute to Sydney Naval Monument 
Post by Bob Witt on Dec 22nd, 2007, 7:33am  

 
Friday 21 December 2007 the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) paid tribute to the HMAS Sydney I 
today, in a ceremony involving the raising of a ceremonial Australian White Ensign (AWE) on the 
Sydney I Memorial Mast at Bradley's Head, Sydney. The AWE was raised in a traditional Colours 
ceremony at 8:00 am this morning, and it will be flown 24 hours a day to commemorate not only the 
fallen from Sydney I, but also the sacrifices of all sailors and ships lost in conflict. The AWE and the 
Mast will be illuminated at night. 
The Deputy Fleet Commander, Commodore Simon Cullen, AM, RAN, attended the ceremony.The 
Mast was removed after HMAS Sydney I was decommissioned in 1928 and relocated to Bradley's 
Head in 1934. In paying tribute to the Mast and the AWE, the RAN has established a ceremonial 
tradition whereby all naval ships passing the Mast conduct a general salute. "The ceremonial raising 
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reaffirms the Navy's commitment to honouring the memory of all sailors and ships lost in conflict," 
said Commodore Cullen. Sydney I was escorting a convoy transporting the 1st AIF to Egypt when it 
became the first RAN ship to engage an enemy by pursuing and sinking the German Raider Emden 
in 1914.  
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Title: Happy New Year 
Post by Bob Witt on Dec 31st, 2007, 7:40am  

 
To all A Happy New Year and may 2008 bring you all Good Health & Happiness 
It's gude to be merry and wise, 
It's gude to be honest and true. 
And afore you're off wi' the auld love 
It's best to be on wi' the new 
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QLD ExecutiveCommittee @ May 2007 
 
Mr Rudi Bianchi, President 
61 Ferol Street Coorparoo QLD 4151 
Ph: (07) 3394 1614 
 
Mr Jim Pavier, Vice President 1 
24 Norman Avenue NAMBOUR QLD 4560 
Ph: (07) 5441 1625 
 
Mr Harvey Mills, Vice President 2 
5 Nandina St MacGregor QLD 4109 
Ph: (07) 3349 1021 
 
Mr Tony Issac, Secretary 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Ph: (07) 07 3395 3070 
 
Mr Tony Mayhew, Treasurer 
Ph: (07) 3398 2692 
 
Mr. Allan (Weed) Smith, Welfare Officer 
Ph: (07) 5573 0050  

 

Title: Re: QLD ExecutiveCommittee @ March 2007 
Post by irish50561 on Mar 24th, 2007, 3:35pm  

 
Bob old son, hearty congratulations to all office bearers and the Qld Division in general. Look 
forward to an even better relationship in the future. Regards. Irish.  
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